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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

CLIMATE CHANGE WORKING GROUP MEETING

Minutes

THURSDAY, 21 JANUARY 2021
PRESENT: Councillor J Aberley (Chair) 

Councillors J Davies, E Fallows, K Flunder, M Gledhill, I Herdman, 
T Holmes, K Hoptroff, J T Jones, I Plant, J Porter, D Price, 
P Roberts, P Taylor, R Ward, and N Yates. Mr M Johnson, 
Mr M Jones and Mr N Williams.

IN ATTENDANCE:
M Forrester Head of Democratic & Community Services
P Trafford Member & Community Services Officer
M Trillo Executive Director (People) and Monitoring 

Officer
L Vernon Senior Officer (Governance and Member 

Support)

30 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Mr Garry Cornell and Mr George Worth. Mr Mark 
Johnson attended as substitute for Mr Worth.

31 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 29 OCTOBER 2020

DECIDED- That the minutes of the meeting of the Climate Change Working Group 
held on 29 October 2020 be APPROVED as a correct record and signed 
by the Chair.

(Proposed by Councillor Yates and seconded by Councillor Plant.)

32 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest made.

The Chair confirmed that this meeting was to take the form of a ‘Catch-up’, with no 
new business introduced by the Sub Groups.

33 DRAFT CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN INC. TIMETABLE

The Chair confirmed that Cllr. Porter (JP)  – SMDC Cabinet member for Climate 
Change & Biodiversity – and Mark Forrester (MF) – SMDC Democratic & Community 
Services Manager - would introduce the Draft Climate Change Plan to the group.

JP confirmed that this was a living document, having been approved by Cabinet on 
19 January 2021,and was divided into 2 parts:-
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Part 1 – Matters directly under SMDC control. A report containing the updated 
version of this part was to be published in Spring 2021;
Part 2 – District wide matters. Partnerships with external organisation. A report 
containing the updated version of this part was to be published in Autumn 2021.

There was to be a public consultation conducted during Summer 2021 and both 
parts 1 & 2 would form the Carbon Neutrality Charter which was to be published in 
November 2021.

JP was meeting with Heads of Service at SMDC and there were some expected 
‘quick wins’ contained within Part 1. There were to be ‘Climate Change Champions’ 
in each service area. The Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan would be contained in 
Part 2, involving various partners and input was invited from MCA and the Sub 
Groups to populate it. JP was visiting as many Town and Parish Council meetings as 
possible and was due to address the Parish Assembly on 28 January accompanied 
by SCC Cabinet Member for the Environment – Cllr. Julia Jessel. A joint Climate 
Change Work Programme had been formed between SMDC – SCC and was to also 
involve Keele University and The Centre for Alternative Technology. The ‘Eco-
Schools’ scheme was to form a vital part of this, though the Covid-19 pandemic had 
diverted attention away. It was hoped to re-focus with schools in the Spring 2021.

SMDC had joined groups in a bid to encourage a cross-party network to collectively 
lobby Government for better results. Groups joined included APSE (Association for 
Public Service Excellence) and UK 100 Countryside Climate Network. There had 
been recent success in campaigning to ban the burning of peatlands.

Queries were raised by members as follows (Responses in brackets):-
 The document was light on substance, measurement, targets and delivered 

reduction in Carbon emissions. (The document would be filled out by Spring 
when feedback had been received. There were 60 nature-based projects 
ongoing in the Moorlands. The latest batch of new vehicles were the most 
energy-efficient we could get.)

 There was not the capacity in the energy supply chain to achieve 100% green 
energy consumption. We needed to produce our own solar power. (Recent 
international developments would impact the green energy market. Green 
energy was likely to become the cheapest, saving money to boot.)

 Of the 1.8 Kilotonnes of carbon emitted per annum, how much was to be 
reduced through the procurement process and how much to be offset 
through tree planting. It has previously been noted which of the Council-
owned buildings were suitable for the installation of Solar Panels. (There was 
to be a top to bottom review of the Council’s assets over the next 12 months).

 Was there to be a specific Climate Change Policy which would assist the 
Planning Applications Committee (PAC)? (Meetings were being held with the 
Planning Applications Manager and the Principal Planning Officer (Policy) 
regarding this but Government Framework had to be adhered to. A 
Supplementary Planning Document could be produced for the guidance of 
PAC and the PAC Chair would be involved in any future meetings).

 MCA sent in detailed information to SMDC during Summer 2020, but were 
disappointed that no trajectory was shown in the Plan. The Green 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan (GIDP) only dealt with Staffs Moorlands areas 
within Staffs Moorlands control, excluding areas in the Peak Park. (A more 
substantial document would be forthcoming. Covid had diverted Officer time. 
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There was an imminent meeting with Lafarge to check on progress. The Peak 
Park area was not in our Local Plan and SMD had no powers in that area. 
The PDNP were on the Project Board and had their own version of the GIDP. 
They had already had a major impact, along with SWT.

 Any proposal yet for Solar Panels on Moorlands House and / or Brough Park 
Leisure Centre? (The afore-mentioned Asset Review was ongoing, 
negotiations had to take place with Parkwood Leisure).

 No offset figures available yet for tree-planting, which seemed to be 
happening piecemeal? (The Council’s Tree Strategy was to be released in 
Spring 2021. All emissions had to be measured before any targets were set.)

 The Housing Sub Group felt that a Sustainable Housing Document was 
required, and would want to be involved in its creation. (Proposals from the 
Sub Groups were welcomed.)

 GIDP – Need to include green spaces in the 3 main towns and involve Town 
and Parish Councils. (Yes, this was the intention.)

 No updates from Staffs County Council (SCC) yet? ( SCC Cabinet Member 
Julia Jessel was addressing Parish Assembly on 28 Jan along with SMDC 
Cllr. Joe Porter. The SCC Climate Change Action Plan had been distributed 
to the Travel & Transport Sub Group in advance of their next meeting.)

 Poor progress on the Eco-Schools Scheme so far? (Covid had delayed 
progress. An email had now been issued asking for a meeting. This had to 
wait until the Climate Change Action Plan was produced).  

34 SUMMARY TO DATE OF PROJECT SUGGESTIONS

The Chair confirmed that this item would feature on every agenda.

Travel & Transport
Jo Bagnall (SMDC Senior Regeneration Officer) had attended a meeting. Adrian 
Felton was leading the way in researching Cycle Routes. There had been a site visit 
to Cheadle to view the railway line routes.
NFU representative due to attend to give guidance on green routes and experts on 
greener travel were to be invited.

Industry & Agriculture
Presentations received from JCB & NFU (there was a need to reach all Staffs 
Moorlands farmers to see what they wanted to do.)
ORNUA were due to give a presentation to the next meeting.

Natural Environment
With the Peak District National Park covering one third of our area, a cross-authority 
working group was needed, as they didn’t have a Climate Change Action Plan or 
carbon reduction target.

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm

_________________________________Chairman ____________________Date


